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Volume 14 Issue 8 September 2014 William C. Sundquist, Worshipful Master 

Nitram Lodge Stated Communications 2nd and 4th Thursdays; Called Communications 1st & 3rd Thursdays. Please 

join us for Nitram Lodge Family Night on the 5th Thursdays! 

 

The Junior Grand Wardens Homecoming was held on August 

23rd and again we congratulate R:. W:. Richard G. Hoover! 

 

Thanks to all who helped make the event such a great success. 

Another good example of what is possible in a fraternity as great 

as ours. 

 

We wish you the best R:. W:. Hoover! 

The 2014 Nitram 188 Masters Project is 

progressing well. Three of the picnic tables 

have been re-conditioned and the fourth is 

on its way! 

 

There is still much to do to finish off the 

project; regulation horseshoe pits, river 

rock landscaping, continued beautification 

of our Nitram Lodge grounds. 

 

Come on out and show your support -   

contact any of your Lodge officers for more 

details. 
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W William C. Sundquist 

Worshipful Master Upon the Square 

My Brothers, 

 

As we return from our summer break, we will be getting right back into the swing of things. We 

have 2 EA       Degrees scheduled for this month, the first on September 4 and the second on 

September 18. Come on out and meet our newest Brothers! 

 

This month we will also be resuming our weekly degree practices on Wednesday nights at 7:30. 

If you are interested in seeing how a degree comes together, these are open to any brother who 

has reached the degree being   practiced – check the Lodge calendar to see what the next degree 

will be, as that will be what we will practice. If you would like to participate in a degree, come 

on out to a practice and we will give you a part. I also want to   extend an invitation to all of our 

Brothers to attend our Officers Meetings. These are held on the Wednesday before the first Stat-

ed Meeting every month, usually the 2nd Wednesday (unless the 1st of the month falls on a 

Thursday). Anyone interested in becoming an officer should make it known by attending prac-

tices and/or Officers Meetings, as these will give you a good idea of what goes on behind the 

scenes to bring you both the degrees and the Stated Communications. 

 

The Master’s Project has begun. As of this writing, all four of our picnic tables have been refur-

bished and are awaiting stain and weather sealing. By the time you receive this, we should be 

working on the area under the tables as well. A special thanks goes to W:. CJ Morris and R:.H:. 

Bob Johnson for all of their hard work in getting the tables done. 

 

Finally, the Official Visit of our District Deputy Grand Master and the District Committeemen 

will be on          September 25. The Committeemen will be back to doing the “2 Minute Drill” 

this year. Let’s have a good showing of Brothers to hear their messages and the Grand Master’s 

message, and to welcome our new DDGM. 

 

 

From the East, 

Bill Sundquist, Worshipful Master 
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On The Level 
Brian D. Moffat 

Senior Warden 

September 2014 

 

T:.A:.F:. 
I hope all of you enjoyed your summer and were able to get in a vacation or two with your families.  As our youth return to 

school and the temperatures begin to drop we will be returning to our labors.  The year is coming to a close but that isn’t slowing 

things down at Nitram, all of our organizations have many things planned.  Come by and see some of you fellow brothers and 

sisters and see what is in store for the rest of the year.  This month’s Masonic History includes August and September I hope you 

enjoy the offering, specifically the mentions of William Morgan and the Morgan Affair. 

August 2nd, 1861 the Grand Lodge of Colorado was formed  

August 4th, 1753 George Washington was raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason in Fredericksburg Lodge in Virginia 

August 7th, 1877 the Grand Lodge of New Mexico was formed. 

August 14th, 1826 William Morgan obtained a copyright for Illustrations of Masonry, By One of the Fraternity Who Has  

Devoted Thirty Years to the Subject, a book that publicly exposed the secrets of Masonic ritual. This caused great       

excitement, and led to the "Morgan affair" and the Anti-masonic Party of the 1820s and 1830s. 

August 16th, 1851 the Grand Lodge of Oregon was founded.  

August 21st, 1993 the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania and thousands of Freemasons dedicated the Friend to Friend Masonic 

Monument in the cemetery in Gettysburg, commemorating acts of kindness between Freemasons who fought on opposite 

sides in the American Civil War. 

August 27th, 1920 Warren G. Harding (U.S. President 1921-1923) was raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason in Mar-

ion Lodge #70, Ohio. 

September 11th, 2000 the Grand Masters of the Grand Lodge of D.C. and the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of D.C. signed a  cer-

emonial "proclamation" symbolizing their mutual recognition that was voted on favorably by both Grand Lodges in 

1999. 

September 12th, 1826 William Morgan, who is mentioned above, was taken from a jail in Canandaigua, New York           

subsequently kidnapped, and possibly later murdered. This was the trigger for the Morgan Affair, the Anti-masonic 

movement and Anti-masonic Party in the United States from the 1820s through the 1840s.  A monument was than    ded-

icated to Morgan in 1882 depicting Morgan as a "martyr to the freedom of writing and printing the truth. 

September 14th, 1844 the Grand Lodge of Michigan was founded. 

September 15th, 1851 the Grand Lodge of Oregon was formed. 

September 18th, 1793 the cornerstone of the United States Capitol building in Washington D.C. was laid in a Masonic     cer-

emony, with George Washington personally playing a key role. 

September 18th, 1856 the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Indiana was organized. 

September 20th, 1784 the Grand Lodge of England issued a warrant to African Lodge #459. This charter is a prized          

possession of the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, and African Lodge #459 has continued to exist to the    

present time. 

September 23rd, 1857 the Grand Lodge of Nebraska was formed. 

September 26th, 1872 the Shrine of North America (AAONMS) was organized, in New York City. 

September 30th, 1949 Gerald R. Ford (U.S. President 1974-1977) received his 1st degree in Malta Lodge #465, Grand     

Rapids, Michigan. 

If you would like to submit a topic for discussion at our next stated meeting please email me at Seniorwarden@nitram188.org or 

catch me at the lodge.  As always I look forward to seeing everyone at lodge! 

Fraternally,  

Brian D. Moffat 

Senior Warden 

mailto:Seniorwarden@nitram188.org
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Charles R. Bailey 

Junior Warden  
By the Plumb 

My brothers all, 
 
I trust that each of you has taken time from your usual vocations during the sum-
mer and found time to rest and refresh yourselves that you will have the strength 
for purpose in the months ahead.  Refreshment is important to us as humans.  It 
includes not only sleep, but also taking a bit of time to stop and smell the roses, 
and reflect on how we have treated each other and how we have treated our-
selves.  We should each feel good about how we have acted to others and to our-
selves.  Remember the purpose of the Plumb. 
 
We will again meet in called communication on September 4th for the purpose of 
initiating another candidate whom we have elected to receive the Three Symbol-
ic Degrees of Freemasonry. Pending a clear ballot on September 11th, we will 
meet again on September 18th for another initiation.  I ask each of you to remem-
ber your personal initiation into our fraternity.  It was important to you.  It is im-
portant to our new candidates as they become members of our Lodge.  Come 
and be present, please, if you can.  I am sure you will enjoy the evening. 
 
As a reminder, we will again serve our monthly “First Saturday Breakfast” on Sep-
tember 6th.  I ask for help in the kitchen and for serving. More importantly, I ask 
for you, your friends and family, to come and enjoy a good breakfast among 
friends, have good conversation, and then go out and shop, or work in the gar-
den, or go to the zoo, or whatever.  We serve from 9 to 11 am.  Eat and enjoy! 
 
From the South, 
Chuck Bailey 
Junior Warden 
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Elected Officers 

OFFICERS OF NITRAM LODGE 

Senior Warden  

Brian Moffat                  727-743-9389 

 

Junior Warden 

Charles R. Bailey          727-215-3739 

Appointed Officers 

Worshipful Master:   WWilliam Sundquist 
727-542-3805 

Chaplain L. Edward Villiaume III, 

PM 

Senior Deacon  Greg Williamson 

Junior Deacon  Michael Eaton 

Organist        Bryan Shuler 

Tyler    Dave Bench 

Tyler Emeritus Leo Smith 

Senior Steward   Michael Neveitt 

Junior Steward   David Buono 

Marshal     Ney Delgado-Arias, 

PM 

 Secretary     

RWDavid Henderson, PM, PDDGM      727-698-0736 
 

Treasurer 

WMatthew B. Winters PM             727-452-8846      

Bro. David Buono 

Junior Steward 
 

Are you a rough ashlar? 

 Brothers, when you were brought into the 

fraternity, you were a rough ashlar. You were still in 

darkness, as all newly made Entered apprentices are. You 

were grasping for the light, from your place in that 

darkness, hoping it would give you a tiny hint of 

understanding of not only yourself, but of this new group 

you have just joined… the Freemasons.  

 You were told of the working tools, one in 

particular, the common gavel which our operative 

brothers used it to “break off the rough edges” that the 

stone might be “of better use for the builder”. But how 

many of us truly know what that really means? A better 

question might be, how many of us still measure up to it 

now? Personally, I know I have a very hard time saying I 

do, but I will say that I’m a work in progress. 

 Let’s examine the act of making you a perfect 

ashlar, but in order to do that we must look at the rough 

ashlar. Since all ashlars start out this way, it is a fitting 

place to start. 

 The rough ashlar is a rough stone, just out of the 

quarry. Not every rough stone can become a perfect 

ashlar, if it was not a good stone, and the workman didn’t 

see that it could be made into a perfect stone, it would not 

have been chosen at all. Always remember that the 

workman always removes the unwanted material, never 

adding to it. The good material must already be there, it 

cannot be added. 

 So as it is with the new perspective member of the 

lodge. He must be of good and moral character. Someone 

must see that he is of good material. Although it is far 

more important that the candidate be able to be changed 

into the perfect ashlar, as far too many people, lately, 

even though they meet the requirements are not able to 

be changed because they choose not to be. What benefit 

for anybody is there in that?  

 Within our lodge, we can’t make a perfect ashlar. 

We can, however, take a way the rough edges, the sharp 

Of course, the book of rules, which is the Bible and 

that is where we will find those rules that govern our 

actions and the way we are to think. 

So we then come to the question again, are you a 

stepping stone or a stumbling block? But how do you 

answer that question? Are you living to make someone’s 

life better? Or are you not helping others and making their 

life better? An answer to either question could be given, 

but if you are a Freemason you should strive to learn the 

rituals, and the symbolism which we, as freemasons live 

by, as the meanings will transform you more from the 

rough to the perfect ashlar. But the beginning to that 

transformation is that free masonry cannot change bad 

material and make it good. 

In the operative sense, using bad material will 

endanger the structure and make it unsafe. On the 

speculative side, it will make the eternal building that we 

are attempting to build weak and eventually collapse upon 

its own weight, there by ruining a lifetime’s work. That is 

why it is each mason’s responsibility to ensure that every 

candidate is truly “worthy and well recommended” to 

become a mason. It cannot be stressed well enough of 

how important  to ensure that each candidate undergoes 

this strict testing so that after the first degree, although he 

may be very rough, he is roughly the shape of a cube, 

ready for the dressing and have the  imperfections 

chiseled off. 

He is then presented with the common gavel and 

chisel for his use in making the rough parts smoother. 

After which he is given another set of tools for the use of 

making the ashlar perfect, namely the square, where he 

learns that the only way to make the ashlar perfect, for 

the builder to use, is by continuous grinding which will 

make this ashlar a perfect cube.   

The “grinding” I spoke of come from interactions 

with other masons as he learns to control his own 

passions, while learning to respect others. 
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Who are these good men who have recently knocked on the door of our Lodge to 

seek admission, and which of our brothers are studying the catechism? 

Page 8  
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 Petitions Received 

  

 

          For the 3 Symbolic Degrees: 
  None Reported 

 

  

 

          For Affiliation:    
  (none at press time) 
 

  

          Studying the Catechism: 

   

                     Entered Apprentice  

             

                                     Bro. John Robert Neefe III  

                     Bro. Edwin C. Gardner              

 

                     Fellow Craft:  

   Bro. Kirk Bailey  

              Bro. Thomas D. Elder 

 

                         Master Mason: 
   Bro. Tristan Shuler  

   Bro. Bobby Taylor 

              Bro. Edmund Quirke   

            Bro. Aaran G. Patrick 

                         Bro. Michael Clements 

                         Bro. Austin E. Carmack 
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Sickness & Distress: Several of our Brothers and Widows are in need of our prayers to the GAOTU for 

themselves or their families. Please keep them in your prayers, including: 
 

Bro. Edmund Quirke, recovering from shoulder surgery 

 

Bro. Dave Bench and family               

 

 

“First Saturday Breakfast”  
 

September 6th, serving from 9am to 11am 
 

 
Eggs, Toast, Hash Brown Potatoes, Grits,  

Pancakes, Biscuits & Sausage Gravy,  
Orange Juice, Coffee &  Hot Tea 

 

 
RW David A. Henderson, PDDGM 

Secretary Secretary’s Scribbles 

                          Secretary’s Scribe 
As all of you know by now, we have the Junior Grand Warden of 

the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Florida amongst our Craft.   

 RW Richard G. Hoover was  duly elected to represent YOU, and 

we need to assist him in every way possible while he ascends the ranks 

of the Grand Line. I cannot think of a more worthy Brother to have 

as a representative, and I know he will do all things possible to honor 

our Fraternity with dignity and respect. We all look forward to his 

installation as Grand Master in 2017. Congratulations, my Brother ! 

We are also honored to have the District Instructor for District 21 as 

our Worshipful Master. Congratulations, William C. Sundquist. 

Now for the business side of our Lodge. Brothers, we need all of you 

to contribute to the Let Your Pennies Make Good Cents fund. Our 

Lodge is obligated to send in the appropriate amount of $7.30 per active 

Member to the Grand Lodge of Florida. This should be a 100% effort, 

but that is not the fact. When dues notices go out, there is a line showing 

the amount. Please don’t ignore it. 

David A. Henderson  PM   PDDGM 

Secretary 



Page 10 September 2014 

Nitram Lodge 

On the Web: http://www.nitram188.org 

E-Mail: Nitram188@tampabay.rr.com  

Facebook: Nitram Lodge No.188 F & AM  

Nitram Lodge TRESTLEBOARD 

Bethel #9,  
Job’s Daughters International 
at Elmer O. Smith Lodge #307 

Pinellas Park  
 

JMeguier@fldemolay.com 

Cub Scout Pack #188  
at Nitram Lodge #188 

St Petersburg 
 
 

Pack188stpete.org 
doccjm2@aol.com 

St Petersburg Chapter,  
Order of DeMolay 

at Elmer O Smith Lodge #307 
Pinellas Park 

JMeguier@fldemolay.com 

Assembly #86,  
Intl Order of Rainbow for Girls 

at Star Lodge #78 
Largo 

 

momterri86@gmail.com 

Your lodge wishes each of  you health, prosperity and wisdom as you celebrate  your birthday. 

 
Dale Gross 9 / 3  

Nicholas Dovellos 9 / 5  

Donald Montgomery 9 / 7  

Charles Schlosser 9 / 9  

Thomas Young 9 / 9  

John Moorman 9 / 10  

Billy Mullins 9 / 10  

 

Earl Barker 9 / 11  

James Pauch, Jr 9 / 15  

Christopher Bailey 9 / 16  

Harold Davis 9 / 16  

Kenneth Belcher 9 / 17  

David Money 9 / 25  

Anthony Sauls 9 / 28  



 

Some of the other bodies through which to gain knowledge in Masonry 

We encourage our brothers to join these bodies as they feel necessary but remind each brother of his obligation to his Blue Lodge.  Each 

brother is encouraged to attend our Stated and Called Communications, at least periodically. 

Bethlehem Chapter 169 

Order of the Eastern Star 

meets at Nitram Lodge on the 

first and third Mondays at 7:30 pm,  

      October through June  
 

                     Ruth Szemer, W.M. 

                          Chartered April 14, 1927 
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Scottish Rite 

A.A.S.R. 

Tampa 
 

For information, please talk with Bro. 
Bill Sundquist, our Worshipful     
Master, who is the Temple Ambas-
sador to Nitram Lodge. 

York Rite 

St Petersburg 
 

 

 
For information, please talk with W∴ 
Ed Villiaume, one of our Past      
Masters, who is Ambassador to 
Nitram Lodge. 

Egypt Temple 

A.A.O.N.M.S. 

Tampa 
 

For information, please talk with R:.W:. 
David Henderson, our Lodge          
Secretary, who is an active member of 
the Egypt Temple. 

Selama Grotto                                             

M.O.V.P.E.R 

St Petersburg 
 
 

For information, please visit the      
Selama Grotto website. 
 

http://selama-grotto.com. 

 

Tahuti Court No. 44, 

Ladies Oriental Shrine of North America 
meets at Nitram Lodge on the  

First Tuesdays at 7:30 pm, 

October through June 

 
 

  Tahuti Court Instituted May 7, 1948 

 

              Liz Fernbacher 

                High Priestess 

 

Florida Masonic Child Identification Program 

Is a service provided by your 

Grand Lodge of Florida to 

families in our communities 

who wish to have a picture 

identification file for their 

child(ren).  This service       

includes taking pictures and  

fingerprints of the child as 

well as  recording vital infor-

mation useful to law enforcement in case of an       

emergency. The Masons only retain the permission slip 

from the parent for the ID Set to be conducted.  No data,   

general or  specific, is retained by the Masons or anyone       

else — the parents take the CD with them. 

Our District 21 Child ID Chairman will work with you 

or any appropriate organization to provide this on-site 

service.  Contact Pete Bengston, District 21 Child ID 

Chairman at (727) 392-1487,  bengstonn@verizon.net, 

or talk with our Junior Warden, Chuck  Bailey, who is 

the Nitram representative to the District Committee. 



 

 

1925 Archie Aitchison * 

1926 Robert J Hill * 

1927 C Ellis Girton * 

1928 Richard L Martin * 

1929 William Pfrommer * 

1930 Lester W Lambert * 

1931 Sidney S Stahl * 

1932 William S Harris * 

1933 Stanley C Minshall * 

1934 Perry D Easters * 

1935 Harry O Link * 

1936 Leon B Proskauer * 

1937 Aylond R Spaulding * 

1938 Elias F Fletcher * 

1939 Clinton F Emmons * 

1940 Arthur P Greene * 

1941 Laurence B McCaleb * 

1942 Roy Ferguson * 

1943 Ed C, Etchison * 

1944 Fletcher G McQueen *  

1945 George C Wilson * 

1946 Eugene E Putnam * 

1947 R, Ray Pyle * 

1948 LA (Gus) Thomas * 

1949 Robert V Treadwell * 

1950 Frank M McKenzie * 

1951 Charles R Blake * 

1952 Thomas A McQueen * 

1953 C Dewey Mentch * 

1954 Lewis Z Kent, * 

1955 P Frank Stuart * 

1956 Everett N Perry * 

1957 Edward E Patrick *  
1958 Louis C Rosetti Jr * 

1959 John S Anderson * 

1960 Eugene Firestone * 

1961 David A Young * 

1962 James T Cate * 

1963 Robert C Foskett * 

1964 Paul Weber * 

1965 Ludwig C Seufert * 

1966 Richard J Skiles * 

1967 Robert D Arthur * 

1968 Alvin F Baumgartner 

1969 Robert J Schram * 

1970 Carl Weisenberg 

1971 David J Barr * 

1972 J. Fred Bobbitt * 

1973 Paul G Phillips 

1974 Willard A. Olson * 

1975 Jack VanBreedveld * 

1976 Leland O’Quinn * 

1977 Donovan B Hansen 

1978 James C Pauch, Jr. 

1979 Lester K. Gehman, Jr. 

1980 William R McKee * 

1981 William D Hoffman * 

1982 J Russell Davenport * 

1983 Manton Giles * 

1984 George W McGee 

1985 William McCullough * 

1986 Don Coleman 

1987 Gabriel Kober Jr .* 

1988 Anthony J Tudi 

1989 Jack S Hill * 

1990 William D Hoffman * 

1991 John M Cook * 

1992 Arthur H Wasserman 

1993 William Adams, Jr. 

1994 Ronald McMillan  

1995 Anthony L Griffon  

1995 James E Elam Δ * 

1996 William J Zimmerman * 

1997 Kenneth A McKenzie * 

1998 Richard G Hoover  

1999 Russell I Gilson * 

2000 Stanley H Szemer 

2001 Robert L Johnson  

2002 David A Henderson 

2003 Jeffrey J Morris 

2004 Anthony L Griffon 

2004 Royal K Eden Δ * 

2005 Scott M Geisler 

2006 Ney Delgado-Arias 

2007 Stanley H Szemer 

2008 Daniel Barto 

2009 Scott M Drake 

2010 Charles J Morris 

2011 L. Edward Villiaume III 

2012 Matthew B Winters 

2013 G. Scott Pankonie 
 

* Deceased   Δ Honorary PM  
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